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EVENING EXCURSIONS: 

Sink your teeth into one of Arkansas’s oldest African American owned businesses, 
Sims BBQ. Sims was established in 1937 and is known for their world-famous sauce!

WALK IN THEIR 
FOOTSTEPS: 

US CIVIL RIGHTS AND 
AFRICAN AMERICAN 

HISTORY 
IN LITTLE ROCK

MORNING MOMENTS: 
In 1957, nine African American high school students changed the way America viewed 
civil rights. Visit the nation’s only operating high school within a national park, Little 
Rock Central High School National Historic Site, and see the role the Little Rock Nine 
played in the desegregation of America’s schools. 
Request a private tour of NAACP member Daisy Lee Gatson Bates’s house, listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places and the U.S. Civil Rights Trail. Bates was a 
mentor for the Little Rock Nine and her home served as a safe haven for the students 
during the 1957 school year and beyond. 
Look the members of the Little Rock Nine in the eyes at “Testament,” a life-sized 
sculpture of the Nine situated just outside the Governor’s office at the Arkansas State 
Capitol.

AFTERNOON ADVENTURES: 
Celebrate the culture, community, achievements and history of African Americans in 
Arkansas at Mosaic Templars Cultural Center. 
See how the Civil Rights Act of 1964 shaped our 42nd president as you explore the 
William J. Clinton Presidential Center and Park. 
Enjoy lunch at one of the state’s oldest restaurants still in the same location, Lassis Inn. 
This local catfish house served as a refuge for African Americans during the turbulence 
of the Civil Rights Era. Many discussions about community, racism, freedom and 
equality happened here between Daisy Bates and other civil rights leaders. 
Walk through history at the Old State House Museum, the oldest standing capitol 
building west of the Mississippi and see where Arkansas’s black legislators served. 
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